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the purpose of drainage, and others crossed and re-crossed these. Every foot of tho ground at all approachable had been taken possession of by tho Mexicans and fortified with breastworks and artillery.
Much of this fortification had doubtless been clone by Santa Anna during tho armistice; and there have always been grave doubts as to tho wisdom of tho policy pursued by General Scott in this campaign. During his life, party denunciation was bitter indeed; but at this time it is not purposed to discuss tho question whether tho battle of ChurubuHCO was necessary; whether Scott would not have done better to follow Kearney when ho led his troopers to tho San Antonio gate of the city of Mexico ; whether tho taking of the Molino del Key was a mistake; or any other of tho vexed questions of the Mexican war. Tho purpose here is to sketch those events which marked tho career of young Hancock in his first campaign; and glorious events they wore, considered simply as exhibitions of bravery, skill, and force employed in tho service of his country.
It was while encamped at Taeubaya, ^opposite these complicated and formidable fortifications, that tho armistice was ended; and at tho samo iimo word was brought to General Scott that the Mexicans were massing troops near one of the four gates, that commanding the cause-way from Chapultopec, tor the purpose of protecting what wan supposed to bo a gun foundry. This supposed foundry was a range of strong stone buildings, known as tho Molino del Key, or King's Mill, about one milo north of Tacubaya. It formed tho                                                ^
